
 
Week ending 2/23/2018 

 

 Mark Your Calendars! 
• Feb. 22: Evening Conferences, 2:30 p.m.-6:30 pm 
• Feb. 26: Spring Photos 
• Feb. 27: McTeacher’s Night, McDonalds, Lower Muscatine Road, 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 28: Kindergarten Registration/Conferences/No School 
• Mar. 1: Family Enrichment Night, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 2: MidWestOne Bank Art Exhibit 
• Mar. 8: Fifth- and Sixth-Grade Music Concert, 6:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 8: PTA Meeting, Media Center, 7:00 p.m. 
• Mar. 22: Opera Iowa Performance for Hoover Students, Hoover Gym, 10:00 a.m. 
• Apr. 19: Third- and Fourth-Grade Music Concert, 6:30 p.m. 
• May 16: Hoover Track and Field Day, City High School, 11:30 a.m. 
 
Future Problem Solvers Meeting Cancellation 
Please note that there will be no Future Problem Solvers meeting today (Thursday, February 22, 2018), due to 
school conferences and the book fair. We will meet again at our regular time next week. 
 
School Safety and Visitors 
We continue to review our school safety plans and security measures.  In light of recent events, we have 
identified some continued concerns.   
 One major concern we have is parents walking their children into the building in the morning.  As we 

have mentioned before, students should be lining up outside and should not be coming through the 
building.  If you have a meeting with a teacher, you still need to check in at the office unless you have 
made other arrangements with the teacher.  

 Parents who arrive before the end of the day to pick their children up can wait outside or check in at that 
office and wait on the office bench until the bell rings.   

 Please understand, you may be a familiar presence with many staff members, not all employees know 
you.  In order to ensure that we can regulate and monitor who is in our school, we need your 
cooperation.  This is for the safety of all the students and staff.   

 If you come into school during the regular school day (7:40 am – 3:40 pm), you need to check into the 
office unless you are a HOCC parent.  HOCC parents can go right to the gym in the morning and the 
afternoon without checking into the office.   

Morning Line Up 
 
 Please remember student’s line up in the mornings, outside, in their designated areas.  Staff will 

supervise students from 7:40 am to 7:50 am at which time the bell rings and students come inside.  Our 
day begins at 7:55 am and we expect students to be in their seats.  Students walking in the door at 7:55 
miss important morning preparation and information.  

 Students are allowed to line up inside if we have inclement weather or when the temperature/wind chill 
is 0 degrees or lower.  They cannot come inside if they arrive before 7:40 am, as we do not have 
adequate supervision.  This is for your child’s safety. 



 We have also had many children coming early to work with teachers in their classroom.  Prior 
arrangement must be made with the teacher, otherwise, students will be directed to line up outside.  
Students who come for school breakfast or safety patrol can enter in before 7:40 am.   

 
 
 
Please Step Up 
This May, our current PTA members must vote to approve new board volunteers for the 2018-2019 school year. 
We still have open leadership roles and hope you will consider volunteering for one of these very important 
positions. Please contact PTA Co-Presidents Amber Capps (at ambercapps@gmail.com) or Julie Thomas (at 
julianna.b.thomas@gmail.com) for more information. 
  
 
Important Forms 
Please remember that any student who doesn’t live in the Hoover district, but is attending through intra-district 
transfer, must reapply for admittance to Hoover for the following school year. For your convenience, we’ve 
attached this year’s form. Please visit www.iowacityschools.org or call the District’s Educational Services 
Center, at (319) 688-1000, for more information. 
 
 
Writing Winner 
Kudos to Hoover third grader Anthony Lumb for being honored at this year’s One Book Two Book children’s 
literature festival. Anthony is one of 22 area students who will read their submissions and receive recognition at 
a banquet on Friday, February 23, 2018, at Hotel Vetro in Iowa City. Eight-hundred students entered the writing 
competition this year, so this is quite an achievement! You can read Anthony’s story at 
www.onebooktwobook.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2018-Student-Writing-Booklet.pdf.  
 
 
Testing, Testing 
The yearly screening of students for participation in the Extended Learning Program (ELP), the elementary 
program for gifted and very high-ability students, is underway for the 2018-2019 school year. This program is 
appropriate for students who are at the highest academic levels in their grades. Students can enter this screening 
pool through their Iowa Assessments scores, teacher nominations, or parent nominations.  
 
Only grades three through five are included in this screening process. Kindergarten and first-grade students are 
being screened for ELP services through in-class lessons and collaboration with classroom teachers throughout 
the school year. All second graders will be screened in spring 2018. Parents will receive notifications about 
second-grade screenings when they are scheduled at their children’s schools.  
 
No parent or teacher nominations are necessary for kindergarten to second grade. If you would like to nominate 
your third-, fourth-, or fifth-grade child to be tested for ELP services, please complete a parent information 
form. Forms will be available online between Friday, February 23, 2018, and Friday, March 23, 2018, at 
https://goo.gl/forms/WcQSp5kc1bJFcBc83. Paper forms will be available in the Hoover office during the same 
time. No forms will be accepted after March 23, 2018, at 4:00 p.m.  
 
 
Meet and Eat 
Have you heard of the Iowa City Community School District’s District-Wide Parents’ Organization (DPO)? 
And did you know it was open to everyone in our district? This group helps facilitate and enhance 
communication and education throughout the district and advocates for students in our community. Each district 
school building has two voting members of DPO: the PTA president and an appointed DPO representative. 

https://goo.gl/forms/WcQSp5kc1bJFcBc83


Meetings, which are open to everyone in the district, happen on the second Wednesday of each month, 
September through May, usually at 11:45 a.m. They include a light lunch, which starts at 11:30 a.m., and 
locations typically rotate among the schools. The next DPO meeting will be a special evening event at Van 
Allen Elementary; it will take place on Wednesday, March 21, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. This gathering will focus on 
building community in schools and exploring restorative justice. For more information, visit 
www.iowacityschools.org/domain/26 or contact our Hoover DPO representative, Mary Kate Pilcher Hayek, at 
mpilcher@hmsblaw.com.  
 
 
 
McTeacher’s Night 
In addition to our Dine Out for Hoover events, we also will be participating in McTeacher’s Night, a 
fundraising initiative that allows schools to “take over” a local McDonald’s restaurant for a set period of time, 
with a percentage of sales going directly to support specific school needs. We have booked a McTeacher’s 
Night for Hoover at the McDonald’s on Lower Muscatine Road on Tuesday, February 27, 2018, from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., so please mark your calendars and plan to attend!  
 
Lucas Elementary showed up, in a big way, at their recent McTeacher’s Night. They had 158 students attend 
with their families, and they raised more than $526 in just two hours.  
 
And guess what?! There is a special classroom competition during this two-hour dining event: The 
Hoover class with the most attendees will win $100 for their room! Each participating student will fill out 
a sheet when he or she comes in, and organizers will tally these sheets at the end of the two-hour event to 
determine the classroom winner. 
 
In addition, we’ll need two parent volunteers who can help us out with managing this event. You can sign 
up at https://volunteer4hoover.wixsite.com/mysite. 
 
Let’s show them what Hoover can do and beat Lucas’s record during our Hoover night at McDonalds! 
 
 
Bringing Art to Life 
Each year, Hoover spends an evening hosting educational experts who present a series of hands-on-learning 
workshops for students and their families. This ever-popular Hoover event—Family Enrichment Night—is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 1, 2018, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and will focus on the arts. Please note 
that we still need volunteers who are willing to work as room helpers during the art sessions. To volunteer, 
please visit https://volunteer4hoover.wixsite.com/mysite. For more information, please contact Cari Everhart, 
chair of the Family Enrichment Night committee, at cahought@yahoo.com.  
 
 
Art Matters  
This year’s MidWestOne Bank Art Show annual reception will be on Friday, March 2, 2018, from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., at the downtown Iowa City bank location. The exhibit will feature the artwork of students from the 
Johnson County area. 
 
 
Get Popping 
Don’t forget to collect your Box Tops and turn them in to the Hoover office. You can find Box Tops on 
hundreds of products, and each one that you clip and save earns 10 cents for our PTA. They can add up quickly! 
 
 
Stay in the Know 



We will be hosting our next PTA meeting on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center. 
Hoover parent Allison Brewer, who is an instructional design strategist at South East Junior High, will be our 
guest speaker in March; she will give an overview of the school’s programs and progress. We hope to see you 
there! 
 
Odds and Ends 
 

• Don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook: Herbert Hoover Elementary! 
  

• If you have any PTA-related information that you’d like to include in a weekly edition of the Hoover 
Headlines, please send your copy to Hoover parent Leah Klevar, at leahklevar@gmail.com, by the 
Tuesday of the week you’d like your information to appear.  

 
• There are lots of different ways to help support our Hoover students and teachers! Visit our online sign-

up site to explore all of the available volunteer 
opportunities:  https://volunteer4hoover.wixsite.com/mysite. Email questions 
to volunteer4hoover@gmail.com. 

 
 
Non-Discrimination Statement 
It is the policy of the Iowa City Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national 
origin, gender, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, disability, or socioeconomic status in its 
educational programs, activities, or employment practices. If you believe you have (or your child has) been discriminated against or 
treated unjustly at school, please contact the district equity director at 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 52245, 319-688-1000. 
 

  

https://volunteer4hoover.wixsite.com/mysite
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Herbert Hoover Elementary School 
2017-2018 

Drop-off/Pick-up/Parking 

 
 

Important Safety Reminder! 
 

It recently has been observed that Parents/Guardians have been dropping 
students off in the morning at the front turn around and not in the west 
parking lot.   
 
Please remember between 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. this area is for ICCSD Buses 
and our daycare provider vans ONLY!  It is also restricted for those same 
buses and vans at the end of the day between 2:45 p.m. – 3:05 p.m. (1:45 p.m. – 
2:05 p.m. on Thursdays).   
 
This area was not built for heavy traffic and becomes a safety concern for 
students and a traffic hazard for drivers. 
 
As I have always stated, a few minutes of inconvenience to the adults is not 
worth the safety of any of our children.  Your attention to these guidelines is 
appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Mr. Harnack at 
(319) 688-1110.   
 
Thank you, 
 


